November 28, 2017
The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Minority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Speaker Ryan and Leader Pelosi,
We write to you today in opposition to H.R. 38, the Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017. As longtime
law enforcement professionals, we have seen the impact of gun violence first hand. We believe Congress
should act to protect American communities from gun violence, not open them up to greater risk. H.R. 38
will make it more difficult for our fellow law enforcement officers to effectively enforce the gun laws of
their communities. This will have a detrimental impact on public safety across the country which is why we
are asking you to reject this reckless proposal.
Currently, each state has the authority to determine the extent to which it will recognize the concealed
carry permits of other states. Some states have strong laws limiting who can carry guns in public and
require training and a thorough evaluation to do so; other states issue permits using lower standards, even
to non-residents. The 12 states with the weakest laws, permitless carry states, do not even require a
permit, meaning a resident of that state may carry a loaded, concealed firearm in public spaces even
without ever having passed a background check. H.R. 38 would allow people who have a permit issued by
any state - including residents from permitless carry states - the authority to carry loaded, concealed
handguns in any state regardless of the fact that they might not meet local public safety standards. In
practice, this would mean an 18-year-old high school student from Arizona could legally carry a concealed
firearm in Washington, D.C., where residents must be 21 to even own a handgun. Completely undermining
states’ rights, the bill would allow untrained individuals to carry concealed even in states that have rejected
reciprocity and proactively taken steps to protect citizens’ public safety.
The physical concealed carry permit for each state also varies. In some states, permits resemble driver's
licenses, while others look more like a library card that anyone could produce. This will pose serious
challenges for law enforcement in every state, as we would be unable to verify whether or not an individual
with an out-of-state concealed weapons permit is legally allowed to carry a loaded firearm. It would also
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