MEMORANDUM
TO INTERESTED PARTIES
FROM GIFFORDS LAW ENFORCEMENT COALITION
DATE SEPTEMBER 27, 2017
RE PROTECTING PUBLIC SAFETY AND GUN RIGHTS
__________
We are a coalition of law enforcement officers from communities across the country, working with Giffords, the gun
violence prevention organization founded by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and her husband Captain
Mark Kelly, to foster a national dialogue on gun safety and demand action from lawmakers to make our communities
safer from gun violence.
As law enforcement members, we have seen first-hand the aftermath of gun violence: shattered lives, families, and
communities. This is why we are using our voices to call for common sense change. We are demanding action to
address the epidemic of gun violence plaguing our communities.
Over the past several years, significant progress to strengthen gun laws has been made at the state level. But at the
federal level, we find ourselves in a disconcertingly familiar place with our gun laws: over 36,000 Americans still die
at the hand of a gun each year, criminals and dangerous individuals continue to get guns without a background
check, and women still fear for their lives because domestic abusers and stalkers are able to easily access firearms.
Change is possible. But to make our communities safer, we need Congress to take action. Congress should act now to
give law enforcement officers the tools they need to keep guns out of dangerous hands. Congress needs to close
gaping loopholes in our nation’s federal laws with responsible solutions and they need to reject irresponsible calls to
mandate the unrestricted “concealed carry of firearms and allow free access to dangerous silencers, which present a
new menacing threat to our communities and law enforcement professionals.

EFFECTS ON FEDERALLY MANDATED CONCEALED CARRY RECIPROCITY ON LAW
ENFORCEMENT
Today, we continue to face real threats from the gun lobby that will make our communities less safe. The gun lobby
has consistently stated their desire to dismantle our current concealed carry laws established by individual states
and replace them with federally mandated concealed carry; they have also worked to remove the effective regulation
of gun silencers that has been in place since 1934. As law enforcement professionals, we understand the devastating
effects these proposals would have on our safety, particularly that of law enforcement.
Existing loopholes already threaten the safety of law enforcement in our gun laws. Firearms-related incidents were
the number one cause of death for law enforcement in 2016, when 64 officers were killed from gunfire. This
represents a 56 percent rise over the 41 officers killed by gunfire in 2015. Of the 64 shooting deaths of officers in
2016, 21 were the result of ambush-style attacks—the highest total in more than two decades [1]. It is clear that
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open law enforcement professionals to being personally sued. This places too great of a burden on law enforcement,
which would be deterred from effectively doing their jobs—placing our public safety at risk.
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The popularity of silencers among gun enthusiasts has skyrocketed in recent years. More than 457,000 silencers
were registered nationwide in the 14 months ending in April 2017 [12]; that amounts to over one-third of all silencers
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learning lessons from the past. We can and must do better. We
look forward to working with you on this important issue and protecting the public safety of all Americans.
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